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The Intelligence Controversy
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Angela Duckworth indicates that she left her job as her seventh-grade math teacher after realizing that her best students were not necessarily her smartest students. Venturing into psychological research,  Duckworth's main aim was to research Duckon the role of foundational skills like self-control and perseverance in ensuring success. In this talk, Duckworth (2013) highlights grit, perseverance, and passion as significant drivers to success. In line with her arguments, it is noted that to be able to achieve great things, passion is required. Believably, passion develops a purpose for something.
Admittedly, passion can be defined as the fuel for will that gives us the willpower to strive to achieve, and the ability to continue persevering without stopping until success is realized. As opposed to Duckworth’s initial thoughts of intelligence as the determinant of success, passion is the essence of commitment that gives us the energy to stand up even after failing (Anderson & Francisco, 2019). For instance, through passion and perseverance, poor-performing school children can feel motivated to continue working towards the achievement of success.   
Similarly, pursuing a passion, according to Duckworth, requires unwavering persistence, which arguably allows an individual not only to maintain focus on their goals but also to work hard towards achieving the same. Evidence drawn from Duckworth’s research activity indicates that grit is beneficial both in school and everyday lives, arguing that persistence and passion for learning can encourage students to correct their mistakes and consequently make higher expectations. To achieve personal goals, Duckworth argues that grit combines resilience, ambition, and self-control that can last for months or even years before the actual realization of a particular goal (Carter., 2013). 


Duckworth notes that IQ is not the only predictive factor of success and that those wishing to be successful need to hold steadfast to the goals through time. To achieve success, there is a need to develop direction and commitment to long-term and meaningful goals. Passion ensures perseverance through challenging and tedious tasks. As individuals, it is imperative to understand that sticking to our goals through difficulties or even after experiencing failures would lead to success. With grit, it is possible to start over again with lessons learned from failure. 
As a former teacher, Duckworth urges and encourages teachers and parents to foster grit to the children at school and at home to ensure that they can learn from their mistakes and correct them as they surge forward. As quoted from her Ted talk, Duckworth indicated that “creating the time, space, and opportunities for the students is the first step towards encouraging and developing gritty mindsets in the classroom. (Duckworth, 2013).
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